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BOROUGH  OF  BUCKINGHAM 


Town  Hall, 

Buckingham. 

12th  J une,  1959. 

To  the  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Buckingham. 

Mr.  Mayor,  My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year 
1958. 

The  Birth  Rate  although  slightly  lower  than  the  previous  year 
still  conforms  favourably  with  that  for  the  rest  of  the  county,  and 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Death  Rate  has  increased  from  the  previous  year  but  still 
remains  lower  than  the  rate  for  country  as  a whole.  Of  the  44 
deaths,  Heart  and  allied  diseases  and  Cancer  accounted  for  29. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  shows  a satisfactory  drop  from 
tne  previous  year.  The  figure  was  14.5  per  1000  live  births  as 
against  40.5  in  1957. 

As  the  result  of  increased  supplies  of  vaccine,  an  intensive 
vaccinating  programme  against  Poliomyelitis  was  held  during  the 
year.  Sessions  were  held  at  the  Stratford  Hoad  Clinic  and  in  the 
Town  Hall  and  by  August  all  children  registered  had  been  vaccin- 
ated. This  was  made  possible  only  by  the  great  heip  given  by  the 
General  Practitioners  in  the  Town. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Minister  of  Health  extended 
the  age  limit  for  vaccination  from  15  to  25.  Unfortunately  the 
response  in  these  older  age  groups  has  not  been  satisfactory.  This  is 
a pity  because  although  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  not  so  great 
as  in  the  younger  children,  when  it  does  attack  the  young  adult  in 
its  paralytic  form  it  is  generally  much  more  severe. 

I should  like  to  record  again  my  thanks  to  your  Town  Clerk, 
Mr.  Archdeacon,  your  Borough  Surveyor  and  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  Rennie  Taylor,  and  their  staffs  for  their  helpful  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Daniel  H.  Waldron. 


A.  Vital  Statistics. 


1957 

1958 

Area  (in  acres)  . . 

5367 

5367 

Population 

4130 

4130 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

1565 

1659 

Rateable  Value 

^47,434 

^47,290 

Rate  per  £l 

20/6 

21/10 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

^196 

£%oo 

BIRTHS: 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

29 

35 

69 

64 

Illegitimate  ... 

4 

1 

5 

5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

population 

18.8 

17.7 

M M 

(Bucks) 

• . • 

16.7 

17.3 

yy  yy  yy 

(England  & Wal 

es) 

16.1 

16.4 

Still  Births 

... 

3 

2 

M.  F. 

DEATHS  ...  17  27 

37 

44 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

8.8 

10.4 

„ „ „ (Bucks) 

9.7 

9.8 

„ ,,  ,,  (England  & Wales) 

11.5 

11.7 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

„ „ „ (Bucks) 

0.55 

Nil 

,,  ,,  ,,  (England  & Wales) 

0.47 

0.43 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1,000  live  births  ... 

40  5 

14.5 

,,  (Bucks) 

21.6 

16.4 

,,  (England  & Wales) 

23.0 

22  5 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death  : 

1957 

M 

F 

T 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer 

2 

0 

2 

Diabetes  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

1 

6 

7 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

7 

6 

13 

System 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

3 

3 

Digestive  Diseases 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Accidents  ... 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  Causes  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Totals 

16 

21 

37 

B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

M F T 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
2 2 4 

0 0 0 

1 5 6 

6 9 15 

2 2 4 

3 1 4 

0 3 3 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 1 
3 4 7 

17  27  44 


1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens  for  pathological  investigation  were  sent,  as  in 
previous  years,  to  the  laboratory  at  Oxford.  The  arrangement  was 
satisfactory.  Samples  for  chemical  analysis  have  to  be  sent  to 
Haywards  Heath. 


2.  Ambulance  Services. 

These  are  administered  direct  from  the  County  Health 
Department,  Aylesbury.  One  sitting  case  car  was  stationed  in 
Buckingham,  and  supplemented  when  necessary  with  ambulances 
from  Bletchley.  All  vehicles  are  radio  controlled. 


3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nurses  as  always  carried  out  their  excellent  work. 

4.  Clinical  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. — A Centre  at  the 
Congregational  Chapel  Hall  has  held  bi-monthly  sessions  with  the 
Medical  Officer  in  attendance  once  a month.  Although  the  amen- 
ities of  the  Centre  were  far  from  ideal,  good  work  has  been  carried 
out  therein  and  attendance  has  been  satisfactory.  Total  attendance 
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of  children  throughout  the  year  was  664.  I feel  that  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  to  those  ladies  who  give  so  much  of  their 
spare  time  in  helping  with  this  work.  Diphtheria  immunisations 
were  also  carried  out  in  this  Clinic. 

(b)  Orthopaedic  Clinic. — Sessions  have  been  held  twice  monthly 
and  have  been  staffed  by  nurses  from  the  Wingfield  Morris  Hospital. 

(c)  Chest  Clinic. — This  self-contained  unit,  complete  with 
X-ray,  continues  to  do  very  good  woik.  It  is  held  once  a week  at 
19,  Stratford  Road,  and  is  attended  by  the  Chest  Physician. 

5.  Hospitals. 

The  following  hospitals  have  received  cases  from  this  area  : 

1.  Buckingham  Hospital. 

2.  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital  (Infectious  cases). 

3.  Slade  Hospital,  Oxford. 

4.  Radcliflfe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

5.  Wingfield-Morris  Hospital,  Oxford. 

6.  Creaton  Sanatorium. 

7.  Royal  Bucks. 

6.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service,  instituted  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  67  cases 
were  assisted. 

C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  Water. 

The  public  water  supply  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 
without  lestriction.  The  quality  was  at  all  times  satisfactory. 

Average  daily  domestic  consumption  was  30.6  gallons  per  head 
of  the  population. 

Metered  premises  used  9,473,229  gallons. 

The  total  amount  of  water  consumed  during  the  year  in 
Buckingham  and  Gawcott  was  56,921,700  gallons. 

Abstraction  from  the  Maids  Moreton  well  was  46,356,230 
gallons  during  the  year.  No  serious  breakdown  of  plant  or 
machinery  occurred. 

Peak  consumption  was  178,000  gallons  per  day  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1958. 

Twenty-one  bacteriological  examinarions  were  made  on  the 
raw  water,  all  but  one  were  satisfactory. 

In  June  1958  your  petition  to  Parliament  against  the  proposals 
of  the  Bucks  Water  Board  was  considered  by  a select  committee  at 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Town  Clerk  and  myself  were  called 
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before  the  committee  for  examination. 

The  findings  of  the  Committee  were  gratifying  to  the  Council 
and  reflect  on  the  efficiency  of  the  undertaking.  Our  success  has 
inspired  numerous  other  water  authorities  to  reconsider  their 
positions.  Wide  publicity  was  accorded  by  technical  and 
professional  publications. 

The  efforts  of  our  member  of  parliament,  Sir  Frank  Markham, 
made  tin  important  contribution  in  the  conduct  of  negotiations.  The 
Council  were  ably  represented  by  parliamentary  agents  and  counsel. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Public  Water. 


Total  solids  (dried  at  t8o°  C.) 

Parts  per 

100,000 

48.0 

Grains  per 
Gallon 

33  6 

Combined  chlorine  (Cl)  ... 

2.2 

'•5 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  (Na  Cl) 

3.6 

2-5 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates; 

0.04 

001 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniaeal  nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

O.COIO 

0.0007 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27  0 C. 

0.003 

0 002 

I .ead  or  Copper 

Nil 

Nil 

1 emporarv  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  Co^) 

j6.5 

18.6 

Permanent  hardness  ( ,.  ,,  ,,  ) 

S.o 

56 

Total  hardness  ( ,,  ,,  ,,  ) 

34  A 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  new  sewage  works  at  Buckingham 

was  completed  du 

the  year  and  officially  opened  in  October  by  Alderman  A.  E.  Busby, 
J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Designed  by  Messrs.  John  Taylor  & Son.  Westminster,  the 
works  treats  sewage  from  the  Town,  Bourton vilie  area  and  Wipac 
factory  site.  Effluent  samples  show  a satisfactory  standard  of 
purification. 

3.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  is  collected  once  a fortnight  in  the  Rural  pat  t of  the 
area,  and  weekly  in  the  built-up  area. 

Complaints  regarding  refuse  collection  ate  few  and  infrequent. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  the  controlled  tipping  method.  One  tip 
is  used  at  Gawcott  and  the  new  tip  at  Stratford  Road,  Buckingham 
is  now  in  operation.  The  latter  site  should  provide  tipping  space  for 
the  town  for  a considerable  number  of  years 

4.  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

Despite  unfavourable  weather  conditions  during  the  1958  season, 
the  Buckingham  Swimming  Pool  continued  to  oe  high:y  popular 
and  successful,  and  certain  improvements  were  made. 

Again  the  Education  Committee  and  local  private  schools  took 
full  advantage  of  the  bathing  facilities  during  the  summer  term. 
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5.  FACTORIES. 


No  matters  calling  for  special  attention  have  been  reported, 
and  Factories  Act  Form  572  has  been  completed. 

The  Wipac  Factory  started  production  during  the  year  and  is 
providing  increasing  employment  in  the  town. 

Factory  extensions  aie  in  hand  or  proposed  at  Messrs.  E.  & F. 
Richardson’s  ani  also  Messrs.  Leslie  Haitridge,  Ltd. 

Eight  outworkers  were  notified  to  the  Council  during  the  year. 
PART  I OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT  1937 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(ii  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3.  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  bv  the 
Local  Authorities 

2 

4 

2 

ii)  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enfor- 
ced by  the  Local 
Authority 

26 

27 

iiiii  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  bv  the 
Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers’ 
premisesi 

TOTAL 

28 

31 

2 

— 

6.  PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

The  Public  Mortuary,  situated  in  this  Council’s  yard,  continued 
to  serve  the  needs  of  the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District. 

D.  Housing. 

During  the  year  54  families  were  housed  and  50  new  Council 
houses  were  comp'eted  and  occupied.  All  the  50  houses  are  ‘ Non- 
Traditionai  ’ type,  erected  by  Reema  Construction  Ltd.  This  is  a 
new  innovation  for  Buckingham  and  the  tenants  seem  quite  satisfied 
with  their  accommodation. 


E.  Annual  Report  of  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  a brief  report  on  the  principal 


activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1958. 
Nuisances,  Contravention  of  Bye-Laws,  etc. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  763 

Nu  isances,  etc.,  found  without  complaint  ...  ...  6 

Nuisances,  etc.,  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  605 

Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — 
Informal  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  38 
Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Houses  and  Premises  Inspected. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


were  as  follows : — 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Fooushops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Visits  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  ...  ...  — 

Infected  house  visits  (excluding  Tuberculosis  cases)  ...  4 

Dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  521 
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Housing  Acts. 

30  houses  have  been  scheduled  to  be  dealt  with  as  individual 
unfit  houses,  during  a five  year  period. 

It  should  be  appreciated  of  course  that  the  ability  to  deal  with 
these  houses  will  depend  largely  upon  the  Council’s  Housing 
Committee  being  able  to  provide  alternative  accommodation  on  the 
housing  estates  for  the  displaced  families. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulation,  1949. 

Retail  premises  and  distributors  continue  to  be  under  the  controi 
of  this  Council  and  are  required  to  be  registered  and  subject  to 
periodic  inspection. 

Two  large  receiving  depots  in  the  district  were  visited  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year,  and  conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Food  Supply. 

T wo  Slaughterhouses  in  Buckingham  opeiate  privately.  Strict 
meat  inspection  routine,  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Memo,  62,  Foods,  was  carried  out. 

135  visits  were  made,  and  all  animals  slaughtered  for  sale  for 
human  consumption  were  examined.  Numerous  visits  were  made  to 
other  food  premises  for  the  inspection  of  unsound  foodstuffs. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND 
CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

"0 

ft 

(/> 

Horses 

Number  killed 

152 

691 

2 52 

Number  inspected 

152 

. 

691 

252 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

6 

4 

% of  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis ami  Cysticerci 

1.97 

.86 

1.58 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5 

% of  inspected  affected  with 
T uberculosis 

1.98 

Cvsticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condem- 
ned 

Close  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  premises,  having  regard 
to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56. 

The  number  of  premises  affected  by  the  regulations  being  83 
and  falling  into  the  following  categories  : — 
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Cafes  ami  Restaurants  ...  ...  7 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  17 

Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Canteens  ...  ...  ..  15 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  34 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  22,  and  all  such  premises  are  regularly 
inspected. 

No  clean  food  campaigns  have  been  sponsored  during  the 
period. 

All  food  premises  have  been  supplied  with  extracts  from  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

Licences  issued  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  ...  29 

Inspection  of  Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  30 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Order,  1919. 

Rodent  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

Work  under  this  heading  has  continued  to  occupy  a large 
amount  of  time,  and  much  good  work  has  been  done  in  this  direct- 
ion throughout  the  year.  The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the 


work  carried  out : — 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  rats  ..  ...  51 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  mice  ...  ...  12 

Estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  ...  ...  120 

Actual  rats’ bodies  found  ...  ...  ...  52 

Visits  for  Inspection  and  Survey  ...  ...  ...  64 

Visits  for  Baiting  and  Extermination  ...  ...  130 


RENNIE  TAYLOR, 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 

F.  Prevalance  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

1.  General. 

A small  epidemic  of  Measles  broke  out  in  July  and  August. 

2.  Number  of  Notified  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

1957  1958 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 67 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  6 — 

Dysentery  ....  ...  ...  ...  1 — 
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3.  Canckr. 


There  were  4 deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

4.  Tuberculosis. 

One  new  case  was  notified  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
there  were  no  deaths.  The  case  notified  was  a transfer  into 
the  district. 


D.  H.  WALDRON, 

hftdical  Officer  of  Health 


